pralilaon disli
now, which one might expect
also to be the case for the coun-
ty and state. But are they?
The-question keeps coming
up ~ given discussions taking
place during the county budg-
etary and state legislative
processes, and efforts afoot in-
dicating that rebuilding our
economy is not necessarily the
* prime focus.

Competing needs for every
dollar and lower revenues, pro-
vide an opportunity for the

state to help support the coun-
ty’s economic development,
‘but obtaining such support has
been a challenge,.

Legislation was mtmduced

at the state level to take'away

the counties’ share of transient
accommodations tax, or TAT:
revenue that counties help gen-

erate and count on to provide:

county-level services. This bill
later was. revised to cap the
~ amount of revenue the counties
would receive at current levels,
-an amount that we at the cham-
‘ber, the visitor industry and
‘Maui County said we could
“live with.-But then the bill mor-
“phed again to ¢ut the county’s

percent increase on a 4 percezlt
tax would be a 25 percent in-
crease; it is simple math. So
‘how would that help boost the
ecc)nmmy? Tt would not. Our
expenses — food; gas, rent or
mortgage — wauid goup, and
we would have less money at
home and in our pockets.
- Also, the cost of doing bﬁ;si«
ness would increase, equating i
to fewer dollars spent on busi-
ness development, salaries and
job creation. A GET hike

would hamper our economic-

recovery and stifle any éco-
nomic growth. Lawmakers al-
so are looking to increase the

- bareel tax on fuel by 3,000 per-
-cent, which would be.a mon-
strous hit o our gas and power

costs. While such efforts might

“help protect a large govem-. oard.
different from, and. should not . Sinc
be compared in the same vein
- as, our social-services. safety“
. net; Lﬂiewsse)wedeﬁotcom -priority and
pare - funiding :for -capital-im-" W dtoo
"-provement pro]ects with fund- ;pletely " cripy
ing for social services. County ;{?;_ ad:

“budgeting and ﬁmdmg should -
“be based on priorifies and im-. -
pact. Level cuts across the board
are not the way to go: When ;he““ mei

ment at the expense of the peo-
ple, they do not reflect that eco-
nomic revitalization is a pri-
mary concem for our state.
Worldwide, the clearﬁand
consistent financial message i is:
“Live within your means.”

Residents and businesses are

having to; govemment needs (o

do the same. Government can-
not continue as it has without'
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Core changes are needed in
areas, such as the Department of
Educatz.on (DC}E) ‘which takes

a Tion’s share of the state budg-

et. Overhauling the DOE cer-
tainly would seﬁd a stmng mes-

sage that our state is’ ‘serious
~ about improving the economy
and that educated students are

important to an eCOROMmc turn-
around. There is considerable

room for cost savings in the.

DOE, yet there appearstabeht—‘
tle legistative will to do it de-

spite ou long history of poor fe-.
“in-all level'
.whose leade

sults and confinued high costs.”

On the county level, econom-
E-ﬁf:’?ﬁl@pmeni fanding - was - co
“viewed: alongside fmldmg for -
rionprofit social services, While - the “buidget
this view is not tiew, economic-  goverimient:

al, business
profit) ‘and
enues are-do
money all ¢
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perity, when

" to contribut

People wan
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get us there

beyond heart

tion €cono:

knowing tha

development efforts are -very - boatd.
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