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When
things aré
great, itis .
‘hard to hear -
the warning
bells and re-.

' member that
the economy goes up “and

.down. The past couple of

years, in spite of a booming

economy, the Maui Chamber’
of Commerce shared with leg—'
islators how a nuember of ac~

tions would increase the cost of
doing business and hurt the

gconomy, but these messages'

sometimes fell on ears muted

by. the titnes.” However, with

more layoffs and continued

slowing of the economy, the
warning sirens-are bemg heard
‘thé great strides thaf were: exs e

loud and clear. Tt is time to fo-

cus -on the economy, protect ]
jobs and put elected ofﬁerals in

office who getrt

“We have seéen a number of

elected officials support legis-
lation that caused significant

concerns, saying the legistation
always can be fixed down the
road. Unfortunately, quick -

"~ our economy. We will have fo™
‘make up the réveniie shortfall. . = -

" riesses are reportmg Tosses, Te--
ductions ‘in employee hours,
pointéd that the county hasn’t -+

Teversed its stance and allowed -
-trans1ent—vacat1on rentals to'

gent public cry. in] ‘the la._st elec-; :

"_'economy Worsened, Naw af;

must focus on

With- mountmg challenges and
with visitor counts and spend-: 1
ing down, we are losmg highly ..units.-

 leveraged ‘visitor dollars that - 's X

help us cover costs and sustain -

Activity, retail, restaurant: 5¥
and other visitor-related busi-- -

and’ layoffs “Many are drsap-'-;

operate and help the economy w0

‘The "construction 1ndustry,' L
which will get some teptieve™ fis ii
from major airport and harbor- -
nnprovernents is taklng a hlt‘
and experiencing layoffs “as

well. Yet, we have an ongoing tic
need for affordable housing: 7%
~and rentals County funds for -p

this putpose are building, ‘and .
pected to be niade after the ur-
Tn (he meantime, the’ mongage_/ ; it
crisis came to a head, and the’ ‘productio

fordable homeownersmp s

patches -can come at. a hrgh":- aVi

price . because” the” economiy.

does not rebound immediately
while we fix our mistakes. It

‘takes time; oftéh yedts, 10 re-

verse the negative impacts, and
the process of correcting legis-

lation is nme-consunnng and,
- minie our esrred'fu

wasteful. - .
- Even when economic slow-

ing wésa reahty this past leg-.

islative session, laws ~were
passed that heaped even mofe
regulation and costs on busi-
nesses. This situation. — com-.
bined with akready rising fuel,

supply, labor, insurance’ and

other costs — created a snow- -

ball effect. We now are experi-

encing the negative, unintend-
ed consequences: increasing -

layoffs and business closings.

. Thankfully, at the county
{evel, our visitor-industry in-
vestment - wasn’t
However, more stpporf -is
needed. Nearly all Mauians are
touched by this industry in-one
way or ancther; when tourism
1¢ hirtine. we atl are hurtine:

" opportunities.” This"
‘draft " plaiiis "base
‘Vrewpomtandd

Tequires t broad ‘thinking, ¢

reduced.
“increases the cost of dorng
business, umless there is buy-in-
from the business sector and/or

greatly our future direction and' '

options so that trade- offs _
be discugsed and we can def

planmng tool of this mag

mumity acceptance and built-in - _
elasticity, Fle}ubﬂlty is needed - &
to best prepdre for and adapt 10 W
changing . conditions. " I ﬁlB_" ho
Maui Island Plan is left as is, pri

‘we will run"up against limita- * our Som

tionis of the past. It is time to in- - ¢ IS,
clude best pracnces and ehorc- . to'stability 1

es. - As 'We Tetod] our businesses

Strong leadershrp is needed -and plan forward, letus, choose

1ow to improve the econory; e ic
and much can be done, mclud- .&is ont the: econorny W;th -
mg: - gion, balance and skill, -we can -
. Preventmg legrslanon that _ride this wave,-not be cf'ushed
by 1t, to 2 bnghtert
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