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ecently,
the Maui
Chamber of
Commerce
was asked by
| areporter,
~ “How did we
gethere?”

with respect to the Hawaii Su- -

* perferry. While the debate over
that issue will go on for some
time and lessons continue to be

learned, we as a state have lost
much with the recent state
Supreme Court ruling.

The state has lost a passen-
ger- and vehicle-fransportation
alternative that helped connect
the islands and would have
been a beneficial tool in deal-
ing with disasters.

- Businesses lost a vehicle for.

timely access to markets and
cost-effective delivery, and an
avenue to reach new and ex-
panded markets that, in these

economic fimes, was especial-

de up of initials. appear Ei
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Jy helpful.

Individuals, familes and
community groups lost a vi-
able, cost-effective option for
travel to Oahu to visit loved
ones, g0 to sporting- events,
participate in competitions, at-
tend conferences and training,
and so much more.

To see the Hawaii Superferry
cease operations is fruly tragic,

but the loss does not end here. .

We lost all of the time that
was .invested to bring this
transportation option about in
Hawaii. County, state and fed-
eral legislators worked on this
project. Various local and state
departments -addressed the

matter. ‘The courts. were in-
.general’s office intends to ask.

volved. And there was a buge

| outcry by the business sector

and public asking legislators to

‘find a way to allow the Super-

ferry to operate, without delay,
so we could keep this trans-
portation gem that served 1o
connectus.

As taxpayers, we saw $40
million in harbor improve-
ments made by the state, im-
provendents that we are paying
for. This state investment was
to be repaid by an operating:
Hawaii Superferry. However,
with the Superferry no longer
operating, how will that money
be repaid? Will we be f{smmg
the bill without getfing to emoy

"the service?

At a time when our, state m-
employment is growing and

~more layoffs are expected,

more thari 200 employees lost
their jobs from a company that
was not planning to go out of
business and didn’t have to.

The situation sends another
serious “anti-business” mes-
sage about Hawaii out to the
world and may hinder future
investments. When state assur-
ances are challenged, business-
es will have to think long and
hard about doing business here
before investing,

And, the legal challenges are
not over. Gov, Linda Lingle
and state fawmakers have indi-
cated they believe the state

Supreme Court yuling that Act-

2 is unconstitutional is ncor-
rect. In addition fo halting the
Hawaii Superferry now, it
could impact how the Legisla-
ture does business in the future:
Therefore, the state attorney

ihe Hawaii Supreme Comrt to
reconsider (which we support)
its decision; however, recon-
sideration wotld mean that the
lepal issues and expenditures
continue until the case is re-
solved by the court system.

Futther, other legal-ques-
tions loon in texms of the har-
bor-improvements debt owed
by the Hawati Superferry and
the stance the Hawaii Superfer-
ry officials will take, now that
they’ve had to shut down oper-
ations, given that they relied on
government assurances in in-
vesmg to bring the ferry serv-
ice to Hawail, -

Overall, this is a huge loss

for the ‘people of our state and.
‘the people had it right when

they stepped up and spoke out

ginning, recognizing the vah
the Hawaii Superferry deli
ered angd. advocating for th
business to be allowed to ope
ate. Now the Alakai ison |
way to Mobile, Ala., awaitiy
new deployment ~ and tl
state is left with loss and grief

While we understand. tf
company officials’ need to &
velop alternate revenue b
cause they do not see viab.
business opportunities h»are i
the “foresecable future,”
are sad to see the Alakai 1eax
Hawail. Instead of farewell, w
say, “A hui hou Alakal”; w
hope you return again ope da
5001,

This should not have har
pened, and the letter of the I
was not helpful here; we mu:
work to change the law. Th
public was correct in standin
up-to a vocal minority that of
posed the vessel.

The road to hpw we got her
on this issue is long and twiste

-and now resides with th

couts, but there are many oth
er legislative issues similar b
this one, which will impact u
as negatively. Let us learn fron
this smatzaﬁ the importance ¢
standing up and speaking ou
for what we believe in,

Many issues lay before us
and we need. businesses am
residents to be ready.-We can
not confinue to allow the voic
es of a few to overshadow th
will of the many. }tis time to b

heard.

to say, “We want the Hawaii -

Superferry.”

The Maui Chamber of Com-

merce was thexe from the be-
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