THE CHAMEBER VIEW
- by Pamela Tumpap

as prices
keep 1is-
ing. Financial
markets have
tightened.
We're losing
visitors fromi
the loss of
cruise ships and from the clos-
ing of Aloha Airlines and
ATA. Molokai Ranch has
closed.  Transieni-vacation
- Tentals are being shutiered,
with continued negative mes-
saging going out about Maui.
And now, in ancther stunning
development, GMAC shut
down the Aloha Afrlines cargo
division this past Monday —
restimption of Aloha cargo
service Thursday night under a
court-appointed trustee
. notwithstanding.
Businesses,  particularly
small businesses, are being hit
from every angle, and it’s time

. for leaders to come together to

- focus on the economy and de-
velop progressive, forward-
thinking solutions to protect

our economic well-being.

Aloha Afrlines cargo carried
B85 percent of the state’s interis-

“land air cargo, including all
mail to and from Maui, as well
as produce and fresh flowers.

This business served many-
public needs but, at the end of -

the day, was still & private busi-
ness, and the operation “was
closed for financial reasons
when an anticipated saje didn’t

7

go through. Unfortunately,
public interests weren’t pro-
tected in the bankruptcy

process and fell between the

cracks.

The closing hugely impact-
ed businesses and residents.
Concern grew rapidly. Grocers
and the public worried about
produece. Businesses began
looking at how to change their
shipping models and to plan
further out. Local farmers
scrambled to find ways to get

‘perishable products to market

at reasonable costs, with every-
one seeing the potential for
COsts fo rise exponentially.

Some hoped that Hawaiian
Airtines would expand s serv-
ices rapidly — as it had done
with passenger flichts — to
help with the cargo sitaation,
but they recognized that
Hawaiian had neither the
staffing nor the night freighters
0 handle the additional val-
ume. , '

The Hawaii Superferry, cit-

ed by the Maui Chamber of

Cominerce as an important ad-

dlfIOIl fo our transpoﬂaﬂon in--

frastructure, presented some
answers for cargo between
Maui and Oahu. However, the
Superferry does not go to all of
the islands. Also, the Superfer-
ry does not accept vehicles
without drivers; therefore, the
time and expense of a staffed
vehicle must be factored into
the equation.

At the chamber, we qmckly
began exploring cooperative
shipping methods with shared
trucks and containers to go on

the Superferry to and {rom
Qahu te keep costs down for
individual businesses. As we
were working on alternative
solutions, other fixes emerged.
Freight-forwarding companies

. stepped up to. bridge the gap,

and work with the Hawaii Su-
perferry and other airline cari-

‘ers.

We received word, prior fo
the announcement of Aloha's
cargo closing, that the gover-
nor and- officials from her ad-
ministration had been working
closely with shippers and cargo
carriers — including Hawaitan

. Airlines, Pacific Air Cargo,

Young Brothers and others —
to help develop contingency
plans for alternative services.
The latter alternatives included
adding flights and service,

bringing in new aircraft, and

linking businesses with appro-
priale cargo carriers that have
capacity fo meet shlppmg
needs.

Then we learned of the im-
pending Aloha and GMAC
deal  with
Saltchuk Resotrces, the parent
company of interisland ocean
shipper- Young Brothers, to
continue the cargo services.
GMAC reportedly was even
open fo accepting a lesser
amount from Saltchuk becanse
the Federal -Aviation Adminis-
tration said it was willing to ex-
pedite the certification neces-
sary to run cargo. As of this

writing, we understand that the -
plan is for Saltchuk to operate,

under Aloha’s operating cer-
tificate until Saltchuk can ob-

Seattle-based .

tain 1ts own certificate in aboat
two weeks.

So, while a resolution is in
sight, this situation should
serve as a wake-up call to
every isle resident and busi-

ness, -particulasty in Maui
County. We need to develop
tong-term solutions so that we
are not boxed in continually
and left in turmoil when & busi-
ness closes or an element of the
economy takes a hit,

We must continue to plan
for the future; support our key
industries; diversify our econo-
my; expand our infrastructure,
including our commercial har-
bor; cultivase shipping alterna-
tives because transportation
lines are critical; create food
seli-sufficiency, because a lot
of produge is shipped in and we
have no dairy or egg farms on
island; reduce our dependency
on fossil fuels, in order to ad-
dress rising costs and reduce
our environmental footprint;
and make our county more sus-
tainable.

In these tenuous economic

times, it is the perfect opportu-
nity, especially before the com-
ing efection, to call upon owr
leaders to focus on the econo-
my, present proactive ap-
proaches, chart a new path and
take action. It is time to jump
out of the box and not be
“stuck” — .and to plan ahead

for a sustainable economlc fu—

fure,
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